Supporting vulnerable
communities through
Covid-19

Intel committed to supporting Irish communities with
€500,000 donated to the Covid-19 Response Fund
In April, The Intel Foundation donated a total of €500,000 to Irish charities to support
coronavirus relief and recovery efforts. The donation was made to The Community Foundation for
Ireland to support their Covid-19 Response Fund which aimed at the immediate needs of
organisations impacted by the pandemic crisis. Part of the Intel donation was specifically
allocated by The Community Foundation for Ireland to organisations in Intel's local area.
In addition to this donation being made to The Community Foundation for Ireland, the Intel
Foundation established a special donation matching campaign to amplify the contributions of
their employees in Ireland. Intel employees who donate to CMRF Crumlin, ALONE or Jigsaw will
have their donation matched. These efforts are part of a wider global response by Intel which
includes a donation of 1 million gloves, masks and other equipment to healthcare workers and a
$1 million International Red Cross donation Intel committed to in January.

Covid-19 Response Fund
The Community Foundation for Ireland started a Covid-19 Response Fund in March to direct
philanthropic support towards community and voluntary sector organisations in Ireland which are
supporting vulnerable groups, such as the elderly, homeless and those with respiratory issues, in
the escalating Covid-19 situation. The Fund was commenced with some of it's own grant monies
and a number of donors have already pledged their support to The Fund, which already exceeds
€1.5 million, this is in addition to the nearly €6 million raised through RTE does Comic Relief.
In April the Covid-19 Response Fund opened for applications from community groups who are
supporting vulnerable communities through the pandemic. Grants from €1,000 to €10,000 were
made available for organisations supporting vulnerable groups. More information on the Fund and
the grants that were distributed can be found at www.communityfoundation.ie

Creating change through impactful grant making
Hospital Family Resource Centre
Hospital Family Resource Centre in East Limerick is one
such organisation who benefitted from the donation with
a grant of €4,765. Mary McGrath, centre manager
outlined: “The work of the centre which focuses on
social connections, is shifting hugely to adjust to the
new norms. There’s been a huge reorganisation ongoing
as we meet changing needs in the area.” She added:
“Parent Support Workers researched and built art, craft
and activity packs as well as tips for parents to help
them during this time. Phone support and morale
boosting for parents from someone they know and trust
is crucial. Over 120 packs were delivered to families
throughout the area.”

Helium Arts Centre
Helium Arts have been working over the past 10 years to bring creative arts into the hearts
and minds of children with disabilities and health conditions.
Thanks to the €5,000 grant
received, Helium Arts were able to
respond quickly to adapt and
deliver a programme remotely.
Helene Hugel of Helium noted: “In
doing so, we reached over 25% more
children across 10 more counties
than had our programme been
delivered in person during the same
six week period. Our artists,
including Chelsea Canavan from
Limerick, worked - from a distance
- with over 50 children living with
long-term health conditions aged 616 on the national six-week art
programme, using real-time online
workshops, downloadable activities,
virtual meet-ups, and art material
packages sent by post.”

Donnchadh Burrow (age 8) from Castleconnell in
Limerick, pictured with a collage he created as part of
Helium Arts’ “Distance Creates”, a home-based art
programme designed to reach children living in
isolation during Covid-19 because of long-term health
conditions

Together Razem Centre
Together Razem Centre based in Cork provide
services that support and promote the
integration and well-being of the Polish and
East-Central European Community in Cork and
further afield. CEO Voyteck Bialek commented:
“One of the consequences of the “lockdown” was
isolation which has a serious negative impact on
mental health. To those who experienced anxiety
and stress due to the current situation,
Together-Razem Centre had offered a free
therapy sessions online in Polish language
provided by our psychotherapists.” He added:
“The grant we had received helped us to provide
service in the period between April and June to
Polish individuals from all over Ireland.”

Shannon Family Resource Centre
Shannon Family Resource Centre received a
grant of €3,000 to help them respond to the
needs of the community. A great proportion of
the people who use the centre for support are
over 65. Many in this cohort live alone. The
funding enabled the creation of a
counselling/advice/mentoring service to
respond to the physical and mental health
issues raised by Covid-19 which had forced
people into lock down. This service has helped
reduce and minimize the long term
repercussions caused by the pandemic.

From everyone at The Community Foundation for Ireland and all
the communities you have supported, a heartfelt thank you to
Intel and all of it's employees for your generous support

